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So my story starts when I was 13 years old (Laughter). Oh no, that’s not true. That’s not true 
at all. I’m constantly amazed as I listen to my brothers and sisters in Christ tell about their 
experience with Jesus. Year after year, day after day, minute after minute. The way that they 
are able to expound on matters both theological and emotional. The way that they are able to 
enunciate the kingdom of God in ways that I only wish that I could. 
 
The reason why we come together, for me, is to hear these other people speak. Glad you 
could join us. I don’t care if you’re here. Because I love listening to them speak about their 
love for Jesus. Sam, thank you for breaking my heart again and again. Patti, thank you for 
hearing the voice of my children, and you’re free to look at my tight jeans (laughter). Japhet, 
thank you for making all of this happen. And it feels like you need to eat more food—you’re 
getting so thin. Terry, thank you for the courage you always give us to be real with ourselves. 
Dilys, for always keeping us awake. Lisa, for always blowing my mind with your intellect. 
Alex, for constantly being something to aspire to. And you, who come, for being willing to 
step out in courage and to rise up for the kingdom of God. 
 
So I’m going to lean on your benefit of the doubt today. And what I mean by this is that I’m 
going to assume that you assume that I am a loyal, SDA, ordained minister. My hope is that 
throughout this discourse, you will continue to give my words a hearing in the spirit in which 
I intend them to come. I don’t believe I need to reiterate my commitment to this church after 
23 years of ministry. I believe I have a track record that should help you give me the benefit 
of the doubt when it comes to these next words. 
 
Now, having said this, I want you to understand that you will not hear anything that I have 
not said previously in public, in my classes that I teach, at my church, or in conversation with 
leaders of our denomination. But they have not all been said at once in such a public forum. 
As ministers of the gospel, community builders, leaders in our churches, and professionals in 
our chosen profession, it would behoove us to take a look at where we are currently and to 
see where we might go if we deal in truth telling rather than accepting the culture of deceit 
that many of us find ourselves trying to navigate every single day. If we are to design any 
product, any artifact, any useful tool, it would do us well to begin somewhere authentic, 
somewhere real. As designers, the brutal truth is the starting point if we are going to create 
something of value. Jony Ive, the principal designer of that phone you have in your pocket, 
that computer you use daily, and that access you to have to music too often, says this about 
design: “You have to deeply understand the essence of a product in order to be able to get rid 
of the parts that are not essential.” We have sought to understand the essence of what 
Adventism is, and finding that simple core, Jesus. All. has changed us all. But at times I am 
sure it has been seen as confrontational. 
 
In the new Star Wars, The Last Jedi, we see Rose Tico, a young figure in the resistance, just 
saving a fellow resistor, Finn, from certain death as he attempted to attack a massive, firstorder 
weapon alone. As Finn pulls an injured Rose from the cockpit of her crashed ship, she 
offers him this revelation, as much for herself as for him. “We are going to win this war, not 
by fighting what we hate, but by saving what we love.” Over the history of the One Project, a 
gathering that seeks to save the primacy of Jesus in all that we do, we have been accused of 
much, as many of you know. We have been accused of being emergent, Jesuits, spiritists, and 
spiritualists, pantheists and panentheists, if you know the difference, non-Adventists, angry, 



sarcastic (those are for me, I`m pretty sure), of being disloyal, of being subversive, of not 
caring about doctrine, of being witches and warlocks, just so you know, of trying to change 
things. Of trying to change the trajectory of the church. Of being hypnotists, of being 
vegetarians, and even of being vegans. Can you believe that? Some of those are not true 
(Laughter). That’s just a few. And thank goodness that people of sane mind and sound 
reasoning have figured out pretty clearly that most of these aren’t real. But some of them are 
true. Let us be honest. We have tried to design a new conversation in Adventism. We have 
tried to move the focus from ecclesiology, or the church, to Christology, Jesus. And to let our 
missiology flow from the great commission of Christ rather than the lesser commission of the 
denomination, which, by the way, fits in quite nicely with the greater commission but cannot 
supersede it. If we are guilty of something, it’s not fighting what we hate but seeking to save 
what we love. And there is a great deal to love within Adventism and the Adventist 
experience. I won’t delineate it. You know because you’re part of it. It’s what keeps you 
coming back for more week after week. 
 
Now if someone claims to be a conservative, it’s important to ask them what it is that they’re 
conserving. What are they saving? See, I have claimed and will continue to claim, that this is 
the most conservative conversation within Adventism. 
 
So let me be clear, if we haven’t been, over the last seven years. We seek to save a high 
Christology in the Seventh-day Adventist church that the name of Jesus would be lifted up, 
and all men and women would know Him. We have sought to decrease so that He might 
increase. And we have said again and again, Jesus. All. We have believed this and have 
sought to share this with anyone who would listen, from our churches to our pulpits, to our 
schools, to our speaking engagements, and in our lives. If we have been unclear on this issue, 
I apologize. We have also sought to save the primal Adventist impulse of present truth. What 
a gift that was given to us at the beginning of this denomination, that we would be a people 
seeking to connect with the Holy Spirit and follow the lead that has been given. Well, the 
Holy Spirit, doing what the Holy Spirit does, brought us to Jesus. Again and again, our hearts 
and minds were brought to the incarnation, the enunciation of His kingdom. The crucifixion, 
the resurrection, and the ascension of Jesus. These things have occupied our study, our hearts, 
our families, and our lives. It is this change in focus that has brought unity to the broken, 
healing to the hurting, growth to our churches, content to our prayers, and purpose to our 
ministries and lives. That has been our anchor through the criticism and investigation. 
 
But Alex Bryan, like he does, said something in Atlanta that has also rung in our ears, and it’s 
this. Following Jesus has consequences. That is both true and frightening. I praise God for the 
women and men that have been willing to fight the culture of deceit that plagues our 
community. That have been willing to be courageous in the face of injustice, inequality, and 
inauthenticity. While we have learned that you can only be critical of the church if you are 
perceived as more conservative, we have also learned that when Jesus is lifted up, He will 
draw all people unto Himself. And, by all people, I mean not only those who seek to support 
but also those who seek to quell the heat of revival. Because Jesus is the most interesting 
Person in the room. Always. And let’s face it, if nothing was happening, no one would pay 
attention. These gatherings would have been ignored. If the Holy Spirit was not present, 
neither would you be here nor would we. They would have fallen on deaf ears, and no one 
would spend the money it takes to engage in this conversation. 
 
 



So I titled my talk: Designing a New Adventism. And that has caused a lot of consternation in 
the people around me. They say, No, no, it’s too aggressive. It’s too definitive. It’s too much. 
Use words like “upgrade.” Use words like Adventism 2.0. Right? Something that reminds 
people how much I love our Adventist heritage. But I use this language to be provocative. 
What would a new Adventism look like? What would it retain of its heritage, and what would 
it let go? You know, present truth demands not only addition but subtraction sometimes as 
well. How would we design Adventism to move to a different trajectory? Is it a worthwhile 
conversation? I have a tendency to think that it’s probably much above my pay grade, and 
I`ve been told as much. As it stands, I`m only a pastor in a local church, and in our flow chart, 
that is the lowest rung on the ladder. We will need to go the conference to ask permission and 
then to the union to ask permission and then to the division and then finally we can go to the 
GC in order to get permission to have this conversation. Along the way, we’ll be told that 
there are committees looking at redesigning things, that it’s complicated, that it’s complex, 
and that we should wait to wade into these waters until the adults in the room have cleared 
the way. But you guys never retire (Applause). Praise God for the Adventist health message, 
but good God, take a break! (Laughter and applause). I`m going to stick to the script. 
 
In fact, we have, at times, been accused of focusing on Jesus so much it’s become a 
distraction. We’re asked, what about the three angels’ message? What about the Sabbath? 
What about the health message? What about our unique place in the history of Christianity? 
What about the state of the dead or annihilationism? What about our educational system or 
our healthcare system? What about all these things? And to all these things, I say, Yes! Yes! 
Yes! They’re great. I don’t have a problem with any of them. But why does focusing on one 
thing, the thing that’s supposed to be our priority, mean that everything else is ignored or not 
cared about? We never said that. We have said that there is a beginning, and it’s not us. It’s 
Jesus. We have said that there is a center, and it’s not us. It’s Jesus. We have said that there is 
a mission, and it’s not us, but it Jesus. Does Jesus preclude all the others? No! But it does 
redesign it. Designing in the light of Jesus means that our churches have to change. But, 
oddly, in the midst of that change there is freedom. There is grace. There is community. 
There is hospitality. And when we design a local expression of Adventism with the priority of 
Jesus, there is explosive growth. Because people are not tired of being loved. People are not 
tired of being welcome. The world needs more love, and if our churches don’t have it, 
someone else will. We may have the truth, but without love, it’s just noise. 
 
You see, we don’t design in a vacuum. We innovate in a way that honors where we come 
from. [Tradition?] innovation means to honor the best and grow something new from good 
soil. New trees come from old seeds. Designing a new Adventism does not mean ignoring the 
old. It means honoring the best, the healthiest, the most authentic expression of Adventism 
while allowing the Holy Spirit to edit, to prune, that which is inauthentic, that which is sickly 
and dying, that which has become cancer. And this year, I got to learn a little bit about cancer. 
 
It was last year’s One Project. We finally realized that my father was not doing well. And that 
something was wrong. Despite his desire to have us all think he was doing well, we saw the 
struggle. And when we acknowledged it, we were able to get a diagnosis. Not a great one, but 
we got one. And he’s been in a course of treatment. When they gave us six months, we were 
devastated. But when we began to get treatment for what was really wrong, as painful and as 
hard as it has been, we’ve begun to see some improvement. Is he out of the woods? By no 
means. But with an honest diagnosis, we were able to begin to move towards health. 
Adventism will not become the best expression of Jesus until we deal with a few things. 



 
And in light of my Star Wars quote, I will not make a list of what we hate, but I will make a 
list of what we seek to save. What we seek to save in this church is honesty. The first text I 
learned, and the last text I will remember when I die, I`m pretty sure, is Proverbs 12:22: 
“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but they who deal truly are His delight.” I 
mentioned a culture of deceit, and it needs to be dealt with. There’s this old adage about 
Mormons, that you should never invite just one to go fishing. Why? Because they’ll drink all 
your beer. If you invite two, they won’t drink any of it (Laughter). I don’t fish. I`m just going 
to let that sit there. Does that sound familiar? Do we live in a culture of deceit because we’re 
not willing to be honest with one another about what’s really going on in our lives? 
 
Have you ever had this conversation if you’ve explained Adventism to someone? Well, 
Adventist are vegetarians. Well, I mean, um, Adventists don’t drink coffee. I mean, I do. 
Adventist don’t, but I… What are we? What are we? Are you who you say we are or should 
be? Or are you who you are? Because if you don’t worship in who you are, you’re not 
worshiping God. Because you’re lying to yourself and to someone else. Do you ever think 
people get surprised when they come to church and realize it’s not like you said it was? No, 
we understand that’s going to be true in reality because human beings are human beings, but 
at what point do we tell the truth? I love to tell this story. We put a coffee bar in our church 
because we were like, we do coffee, we just do bad coffee. We should stop that. All right? So 
we’re going to do good coffee. So we put in a coffee bar in our church and people were like, 
it was great, they would come up and be like, “Uh, can we do this?” I had one lady with a 
Starbucks cup go, “We’re going to get in trouble.” The potluck table at church is a perfect 
example of this. No meat. But if someone would dare to bring some chicken, let’s put a big 
label on it. That’s chicken. And you know, everybody walks by like, “I wish I could get some 
chicken.” Because let’s face it, folks, you don’t know what a haystack tastes like with meat 
on it (laughter). Isn’t that weird? I keep telling Chipotle, “Listen, just put the chips on the 
bottom, man. Put the chips on the bottom” (laughter and applause). 
 
As long as we will not tell the truth, we will be plagued by dishonesty. And that will seep its 
way into the very soul of our organization and the soul of our worship. We will continue to 
pretend that things are okay when they’re not okay. We’ll hire church consultants to help fix 
what ails us, we’ll grow young or grow old, but we will never be able to help, because they 
won’t have the right information. Why are the young people leaving? I think it’s simple. Too 
many lies. Not enough Jesus. I believe that we should seek to save honesty in our 
denomination. But that means dissent. Without the ability to dissent in healthy ways, we will 
push away and push underground those who don’t fit the mold. How many former Adventists 
would loved to have remained, but there was no honest conversation? There were no places 
for questions and doubts. Would we have retained the running masses if we had created 
places where honesty was honored, treasured, and decisions were made based on reality 
rather than the myth of the perfect Adventist? We cannot design in deception. We will end up 
with a product that is broken, useless, and helpless to change itself. We need to save honestly 
and authenticity. 
 
We seek to uphold the primacy of Jesus in our beliefs. For a Christian, there is no greater 
apex to their belief system than Jesus Christ. Incarnated, enunciated, crucified, resurrected, 
and ascended. If we are to be a people who claim Christianity, then we have to understand, 
there is a peak, there is a vertex, to our faith system. Our theology is not flat, and our lifestyle 
should not be added onto it. You see, that’s how we deal with things. The Jesus narrative is 



more important. Too often, we deal with every aspect of our theology as level, and then to the 
edges we add lifestyle and culture. How you keep the Sabbath is not as important as Jesus 
Christ on the cross. What you put in your mouth is not as important. Or what you don’t put in 
your mouth is not as important or as powerful as the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Important? 
Sure. On the same level? Come on. If Jesus Christ is the pinnacle of our faith system, if all 
things flow towards Him and all things flow away from Him, then we’ve got to believe 
differently. Our theology is not flat. There’s something that is higher, more important, more 
primal, more valuable than all else. Jesus Christ and Him crucified and resurrected. Saying 
this does not denigrate these other things. But we’ve been guilty of conflating these issues 
where it is impossible to be a good Adventist. And so we resign ourselves to being, well, bad 
Adventists, or badventists, and assume there is someone better out there who has figured it all 
out. Somebody out there is the perfect Adventist. And when you see him, catch him! Or her. 
Let me tell you the truth. There’s not. They don’t exist. What exists is simply a God who 
loves us through His Son Jesus Christ and the rest of us all seeking Him in our brokenness. 
So let us be as benevolent as God has been with us. We’re all in this together. 
 
We seek to save the primal Adventist impulse of listening to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
John 16:13 says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on His own, but He will tell you what He has heard.” He will tell you about the future. 
Again, if we are not allowed to explore where the Holy Spirit leads, how will we know what 
is possible? Has the Holy Spirit stopped speaking to our communities, stopped speaking to 
our theologians, our pastors, our lay people? Was the Holy Spirit silenced in 1915? Or are 
there new ways of thinking about God, about doctrine, and about Scripture? Have we come to 
the end of the Holy Spirit`s journey with us? If we stop listening or think there is no more 
guidance, then what more use is there of the Holy Spirit? Just to confirm what has already 
been said? “For I am about to do something new,” says Isaiah 43, “See, I have already begun.” 
Do you not see it? Do you know what this text does not end with, “I did it before a long time 
ago, but not now, so look back then because there’s nothing new now.” Is that what we 
believe about the Holy Spirit? I don’t believe that it is. Folks, we had some hiccups in the 
1800s when we got started. I don’t know if you know this. And without the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, we would not have been able to continue. But God, in His infinite grace and 
mercy, allowed a little group of gravely mistaken hill climbers to begin anew on Friday, 
October 23, 1844. We have to continue to seek His guidance and truth and not to be afraid of 
going where He leads. See, they were willing to rise up under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Are we willing to rise up? I`m not sure what we’re waiting for. Are we waiting for 
permission? From who? Permission is given in the incarnation. Permission was given in 
Matthew 5 in the enunciation of His kingdom. Permission was given at the crucifixion, at the 
resurrection, and at the ascension. Anytime we call on the name of Jesus, we have a Godgiven 
right to design our own faith. 
 
One of the most common themes we’ve heard throughout the One Project is that it doesn’t 
sound very Adventist. What? Could it be that new and more Jesus-focused language was 
needed, and the Holy Spirit was guiding for the last seven years? Well, I suppose we’ll know 
by the fruit that comes out of this ministry. You see, we seek to save the entrepreneurial 
nature of the SDA church and culture. In the book of Acts, which we’re all going through 
together, and hopefully you’re going through it with us, we saw that the numbers were added 
greatly every single day, and churches sprang up due to their unmitigated fervor for the 
stories of the apostles, which we call Scriptures, and their unending industry in gathering 
together. They did not wait for a church to be built, by the way. Then, ____(unclear) access 



to the power of the Holy Spirit to grow communities of belonging out of nothing, no funding, 
nothing. How do we plant churches today in our organization? Do we even know? I know 
we’ve got conferences, but we don’t all go to one. I long to see that we don’t allow the 
wheels of bureaucracy to grind down the Jesus fervor that these gatherings have planted. 
 
One of the reasons it’s time for the One Project to end in this iteration is that it’s time to plant 
Jesus. All. expressions in every town that you live, work, play, and pray in. The Bible says 
that where two or three are gathered… So gather! That’s not hard. That’s you and him. Or her. 
But if it’s a date, let’s be careful (laughter). You call it church, and it’s going to get weird 
quick. Who needs a church building? You have houses, apartments. You got lunchtime. 
Places at your work. I spoke with one gentleman who listened to four sermons on the same 
text on the same day by those who were part of the Global Research Collective, four pastors 
preaching on the same thing. Invite somebody and you’ve got church. Invite a friend. Two or 
three are gathered. You have permission. Remember this. Churches don’t grow disciples. 
Disciples grow churches. 
 
And lastly, I’d like to bring up just a bit of Scripture, if I can. Especially as it pertains to how 
we move forward. You’ve all heard this story, certainly. It’s the Exodus story. Exodus 14:22 
says, “So the people of Israel walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground with walls 
of water on each side.” We know this text. Exodus 14:29 says essentially the same thing, but 
there’s some nuances. I’m not a Hebrew scholar, but it says, “But the people of Israel had 
walked on dry ground through the middle of the sea as the water stood up like a wall on both 
sides.” Almost the same, but there’s a nuance difference. And it’s a powerful metaphor that 
helps us understand the way forward. And rabbis have been arguing about these two texts for 
hundreds, if not thousands, of years. You see, it’s first mentioned that there were those who 
stood in the midst of the sea on dry ground. This means, perhaps, that they were willing to 
put their foot in the water, believing that God would make it dry ground. The other text 
mentions that dry ground was there first, and then went into the midst of the sea. When we, at 
first five, met in Denver, and yes, it was weird, Patti. I’m not going to lie. It was hard to 
explain to my wife what I was going to go do there. But we followed the leading of the Spirit. 
It was many years ago. And we, for some reason, I’m not saying because we were the most 
faithful people in the world, but it seemed like we should follow where God was leading. For 
some reason, we were willing to walk into the water, believing that God would part the sea. 
And that made all the difference. 
 
So, today, I want to admonish you to do the same thing. I don’t expect you to see dry land. I 
expect you to walk into the sea. The frothing, seething, and unexpected sea. A sea that can’t 
be tamed but can be separated by the love of Christ. A sea that, if not separated, can be 
walked upon if we keep our eyes focused on the Jesus we love so much. I expect fruit from 
seven years of conversation. I expect there to be churches that spring up in kitchens and 
living rooms. In lunch rooms and in gyms and in coffee shops. I expect that the numbers who 
follow Jesus will grow daily from those who are willing to listen to the Holy Spirit as He 
calls them to a greater mission and the great co-mission with God. I expect you to rise up. I 
expect the laity to take up their yokes of priesthood, men and women, and rise to the 
challenge of building Jesus-focused, Jesus-centered, and Jesus-drowning(?) churches in every 
nook and cranny of this country and of the world. This is the fruit of the One Project rising up 
to meet the Son of God. 
 
 



You want to design a new Adventism? Here’s the beauty of it. It’s open source. It’s open 
source. You can break it open and you can add. You can take a look at it and you can subtract. 
And while open source can be scary, because who’s in control? Who’s in control? God. Yeah, 
it’s not about an organization, as good as it is. Thank God for it. I praise God for it. Write the 
name on the check. And I need it. But they didn’t call me to this work. The Creator of the 
universe called me to this work. And I fail Him every day. But I’m going to keep trying. 
Because He’s in control. And if it’s open source, that means I get to walk into my church and 
help create and help design the experiences of God that people will have. And if it’s open 
source, that means that every time you invite someone to your house, you are designing the 
experience that they will have with Jesus in your home. Every time you have a conversation, 
you design what they think about God, because you have something to add. Because God is 
control of this. And while it can be scary, for many of us, the operating system of Adventism 
just hasn’t worked. And I’m not talking about those just in this room who are frustrated, 
which some are. But I’m talking about the hundreds of thousands of people who have left this 
church, never to return, in order to find a more agile and innovative and authentic faith. Let 
me ask you this. Is Jesus powerful enough to love them back into the church? Is He honest 
enough to deal with our issues? And are we available enough to be the conduits of that love, 
that grace, that compassion, that justice and mercy? Even if it means pushing back on this 
culture and the community that we love at times? Are you willing to rise up? 
 
Just a few weeks ago, I got to come down to San Diego and watch Hamilton. If you haven’t 
seen it, you should see it. It’s super expensive. It’s ridiculous. But it’s really cool. And there’s 
this song where they’re all like walking around the stage, pacing around the stage. And they 
keep saying, “We rise up. When are these colonies gonna rise?” Some of you are like, “Oh, I 
know that song.” When are the people of God and the Seventh-day Adventist church going to 
rise up? I don’t know what we’re waiting for. 
 
You know, it’s fascinating. The question we got asked, “Why did you join the One Project?” 
I got asked that question. Me. I said, “I reject that question.” I didn’t join the One Project. I 
was sitting on a chair with my feet up, “What shall we call it? One Project? That sounds good. 
Let’s buy the website.” (Laughter). Literally, someone with a pad and pen, “Why did you join 
the One Project?” I love Jesus. Write that down. Just because we rise up doesn’t mean we 
tear down. We rise up to build up. We rise up to build up the kingdom of God in our homes. 
In our churches. In our communities. I hear this narrative going through. I don’t have a 
church. Yes you do! It’s called the kitchen. I don’t have a church where people would be 
loved. It’s called your car. I don’t have a place where the grace of Jesus abounds. Yes you 
do! It’s in your heart every single day. It’s in your words every single breath. We need the 
church because God has called us together. We need the church! But the world needs love 
first and the church second. This is coming from someone who works at designing churches. 
All the time. Every day. I love great church. And my heart breaks for you who don’t get to 
worship in one every single day. But are you going to wait for it to get fixed? Or are you 
going to start your own? 
 
What if the Seventh-day Adventist denomination had the problem of dealing with too many 
churches? There’s too many churches. Could you imagine a ministerial secretary going into 
the president and being like, “I got another call. There’s 13 more churches on that side of the 
city. What’s going on over there?” God’s moving. What are we waiting for? What have we 
been doing for seven years? Talking? Because I don’t want to talk anymore. I mean, I like 
talking. That’s all I do. I shouldn’t even say that. I apologize. That’s not right. If my wife 



were here, she would be like, that’s a lie. I love talking, but is that all we’re going to do? At 
some point, we have to rise up. At some point, we got to build the kingdom every day, every 
hour. And you guys are doing it already. Just think about it a little bit differently. Don’t think 
about a depositary where you have to go take people. You are that depository. You are the 
place where they will meet Jesus Christ. You are the place where God will be lifted up. You 
will be the Jesus. All. in someone’s life. It is not about what other people will build. It’s about 
what God is building inside of you. You know what? I’m going to say this, and you can 
adjust whether you think it’s true or not. I would love if my church were empty because there 
were so many churches in my church. And people were like, hey, pastor, we’re not coming 
this week because we got 14 people at my house, and it’s just awesome. Why don’t you come 
to lunch? I’ll do that! I’ll do that. I won’t even preach. I’ll just eat if it’s haystacks -- with 
chicken! Inappropriate. I apologize. 
 
Listen, do you remember waiting when you were young? I think this is the word I would have 
for my kids. Do you remember waiting when you were young until it was time that you got to 
do something? We have become complacent. Waiting for somebody, somewhere, in some 
town, every 5 years, to make some decision that we like. Let the empire of men do what the 
empire of men does. Let the kingdom of God do what the kingdom of God does. That’s not 
control. That’s not help. That is a people seeking desperately the kingdom of God. What I 
would want to say to my kids, and I hate that they’re not here and they had to go to school, 
because I’m a good parent (laughter). Yeah, I’m talking to you, Sam Lenore(?). What I want 
to say to my kids is, “Don’t wait. Don’t wait for permission. God gave you that 2000 years 
ago. He gave you the permission, and He gave you the tools, and He gave you everything that 
you need, and all you have to do is love like you have been loved.” If we do that, there’s no 
stopping this. This iteration, this thing, shut it down. Shutter it up. It doesn’t matter. Because 
the kingdom of God is not held within a room with a really cool gobo on the wall that has a 
great logo, and that’s what we built. What God builds is so much bigger and so much better. 
And so much more, so much more. And that’s what I want. I want Jesus. Community. I want 
love. And that’s what He’s promised us, what He promised through His life. That’s what we 
have access to every day. Don’t wait. (Lengthy applause 
 
 


