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[This audio recording started a few minutes into the talk.] 
 
In the prophets of Jesus’ time, in the people’s preaching of an end-time message in Jesus’ 
time, they conflated the second coming with the first coming, but they dumped the whole 
Isaiah thing of suffering servant and wounds and stuff. Who wants that hero? They 
wanted the avengers deal, come on. (Laughter). I always wondered which one I got to be. 
Anyways… And so they go, and, and Jesus… One of the things that when Christ comes 
again, there’s a giant banqueting table, and when He was in Sinai with the power of God 
and brought bread down from heaven, and they said, “It’s Him.” 
 
One of only two times in Scripture when people got who He was, or thought they did. 
The other is the triumphal entry. And the disciples go, “Yes! Kingdom! Make Him king!” 
Because John tells us that the people were going to force Jesus to be king. And I said, 
“Wait a minute. Wait. Force?” Why would they have to force someone to be king? How 
could they dare to think that they could force the Messiah to do anything? How did they 
think by their actions they could motivate God to follow their plan? How could they think 
that they could hasten the coming of the Messiah based on their actions and their 
timeline? And Jesus says, “Not now. Not this way. You missed the lesson. Boys, I’m 
going to have to spank you. Disciples, get in the boat. Go to the other side of the lake.” 
“But, Jesus, how are you going to get there?” “I said…” “All right, we’re going.” 
Grumpy, mad, angry. “People,” it says He said, “Go home.” And Jesus goes up onto the 
mountain of prayer. Down curtain. Story done. Wrong. 
 
If you think that, you’ve missed it, because in that is the secret of what’s going to happen 
next. What was Jesus praying about? Did you ever ask that? What did He go up there and 
pray about all night? What was He praying about that night? The Bible tells us. The Bible 
says that after the grumpy disciples are all mad and like, Jesus just blew it again, and the 
kingdom’s ruined, and He just won’t do what we tell Him to do. What do you do with a 
God like that? (Laughter). It says in verse 22: Immediately after this, Jesus made His 
disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake while He got rid of 
everybody and He went to pray. And afterward He went into the hills to pray for Himself. 
Night fell while He was there alone. But He was not alone, for Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit were always together and communicating. Meanwhile, the disciples are in trouble. 
Far away from the land. For a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves, 
and it’s about 3 o’clock in the morning. Jesus is watching. Jesus is waiting. They are 
paddling their boat. It’s not going well. The wind comes up. The waves come over the 
boat. They are doing the best they can. It should be okay. They built the boat. Humans 
built the boat. They built the boat to keep them away from the water because when you 
go in the water you drawn. 
 
But it’s more than that. If you think that’s the story, you have missed it. For in Jesus’ 
time, stormy waters represented the power of evil. They believed that Satan and his 
kingdom was under the water. The pagans believed it, and King tried it. King Neptune. 
Little Mermaid. Doodlydoodoo. (Laughter). And by the way, in the book of Revelation, 
oh Seventh-day Adventist people of the Word and the end-time message, where did the 
beast come from? Does that add dimension to the story? But they’re in a boat because 
you stay in a boat because the boat is manmade. The boat is being sailed by the fishermen 



sailors, by capable people who have this all under control. But the boat is sinking in a 
storm, in the darkest part of the night. And Jesus isn’t in the boat. They’re waiting for the 
coming. And then Jesus walks on the water. 
 
Did you ever stop… I know I’m weird. People know me. They’re like, amen, he is. And I 
read stories, and little things catch me, and I got in trouble as a kid asking this stuff in 
Sabbath School class, let me tell you. And I asked, “Why did Jesus walk on water?” And 
nobody answered me. So I just kept it to myself until one day I just said, “Oh, shoot, I 
forgot I sent the boys on a boat. Come on guys. I’ve got to do a miracle here.” No, no, no, 
no. [audio faint] Because Jesus set this up. Darkness. The sea is chaos. Where have I 
heard this before? Where have you heard this before? Have you heard this somewhere 
else in the Bible? Is this a one op? No! Genesis 1:1! And God created the heavens and the 
earth, and there was darkness and chaos. And over the surface of the water was what? 
The Holy Spirit hovering. Jesus said, “You boys and all of you and everybody here today 
need to know who I am. I am not a God of your construct. I am not a God tied by your 
timelines. I do not abide in your church boxes. You do not legislate me in your bylaws. 
That’s boat [word drowned out by applause—maybe people or theology?]. We are not 
created to be boat people. But they’re in the boat, fighting for their lives, and Jesus walks 
on water. In the darkest part of the day. And they’re terrified. And they scream, “It’s a 
ghost.” Yeah. They thought the demons were up and the power of darkness ruled the day. 
Where’s Jesus when you need Him? We’re going to die, and Jesus… You know what? 
They get the Greek wrong here. I know Greek too. It says, “Do not be afraid” because 
boat people are afraid. We pull people out of the water into the boat. Stay in the boat. The 
boat keeps you away from the water. But the boat is sinking. And Jesus says, “Quit being 
afraid.” He does not say, “It’s Me.” He says, “I AM.” The power that created the world, 
that conquered evil, I AM. You’re in the midst of the storm. I AM. The one you’re 
looking for is here. I AM, and I am a water whopper. 
 
You know, Peter messed up a lot. I relate to Peter. But he got this one right. He said, 
“Jesus, if it’s You…” not like, “Hey, Jesus, I know it’s You. Let me come.” And Jesus 
says, “Come on, boy, come on.” And I imagine the disciples holding on, pulling back, 
“Don’t get out of the boat. It’s scary out there. The boat is what’s going to save you.” But 
Jesus wasn’t in the boat. Jesus was out on the water. And Peter saw it. And Peter got up, 
and he stepped over the boat, and he walked on the water, and he made a mistake. Just 
like everyone in this room has made a mistake. And we look at the waves and the wind. 
He quit looking at Jesus, and the paradigm of the kingdom, the thing that controls 
dimensions and physics and chemistry. Science does not control that. God controls that. 
And when he looked away, it changed. He broke the connection. And he went down. And 
Jesus said, “Serves you right.” (Laughter). And when Peter was trying to come up, Jesus 
stuck His foot out, “No, get down there. I’ve told you so many times, Peter… Stay under 
there!” Is that what He did? Is that what we teach? Have you earned the right to be in the 
boat? No way. He wasn’t in the boat. He’s in the water with the power of Satan and evil. 
And Jesus would not allow his knot head disciple to go down. And it says “instantly” 
Jesus picked him up. I have a pool in my backyard. And I wanted to know how quick 
Jesus saves you. I challenge you, go out in that pool. Try to step in that water and say, 
“Lord, save me,” before you go down. For me, maybe I’m a little bigger boned? It was 
this: “Lordsave…” (Laughter). That’s not the point. The point is, Jesus saves you. And 
we dog Peter, like Peter of little faith, oh, Peter’s [saved?]. But Peter is the only other 
human on this earth that knows what it means to be a water boy. And he can share that 



with Jesus. And they got back in the boat, and the storm stopped. And they looked at 
Jesus, and they have the right [fear?] this time. “You are the Son of God. And Jesus said, 
Lesson learned. Go to the other side of the boat. And at the end of the story, they go back 
to healing and casting out demons like they’re supposed to. 
 
Are you in a storm? Have you depended on a man-made boat? Do you let the sailors 
define you? If you’re living in fear, you’re not living in Jesus. If you’re in a storm, there’s 
a time where you walk on the water by yourself. But you got to step out of the boat. And 
the angst of Adventism today is, we have depended on the boat instead of being where 
Jesus is. And we’re afraid. 
 
But you are not called to be boat people. You have been ordained by Jesus Christ to be 
water walkers. To walk upon the kingdom. To trod Satan underfoot. To go out into the 
darkness if it’s out there and go pluck people out of the water. Or go into the darkness of 
your personal pain and sorrow, where you have to go and be alone in the chaos, and God 
does not leave you. Jesus came walking on water to them. Jesus came and pulled Peter 
out. You have not been called to be boat people. Step out of the boat. Follow where Jesus 
is. The boat is not the place to be unless Jesus Christ is back in that boat! 
 
Do you accept that? Then shame on you. Because I should have a Scripture for that one. 
That one’s a big one. And I have one. Because I thought you might ask. (Laughter). Oh, 
Adventists, may your hearts quiver. I’m in the thin part of the Bible. The book of 
Revelation. (Laughter). John says, I was invited up by the Holy Spirit up in front of the 
throne of God with the emerald circle rainbow about him, and the 24 elders and the glory 
and the rumbling and the flashing of lightning. Oh, there’s a storm in heaven. But it’s not 
the power of darkness. It’s the power of God, and it says that in front of the throne were 
seven lampstands with burning flames. There’s seven spirits of God. And in front of the 
throne was a sea, a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystals. And growing up, we will all 
stand on the sea of glass. And we all said, Amen, I’ve got no clue what that means. 
(Laughter). Now you do. There’s no power of Satan anymore. And you are water walkers. 
With the power of Jesus Christ. 
 
The One Project is ending. We are not boat people. We’re pointing you to Christ. And 
people are afraid when we do. You’re walking on water! Five broken men in real flesh, 
two virtually hologrammed in. In a boat-built room in Denver. Tired of the boat and tired 
of rowing in circles. Came broken, in chaos, in a storm. Playing the game, but then our 
hearts got opened, and we said, “We want more.” And Jesus said, “Follow Me.” What do 
we do? Let’s share that with more people until today. Not planned, but ordained. And this 
didn’t happen by us. We were used. But this is Jesus Christ to call His people, Get out of 
the boat. You were created for better things. You were created to walk upon the sea and 
the mist and the waves. Deep darkness has no power over you, for you walk on the 
surface with sparkling light and the power of Jesus Christ, running and jumping. You are 
water walkers. Change the world! (Applause). 
 
 


