
The Green Cord Dream --- Whose Dream is it? 

By Janet Lundeen Neumann 
In late 2012 I picked up a small book at my local Adventist Book Center entitled The Green Cord 

Dream (GCD) authored by Alex Bryan, then pastor and now again, pastor of the Walla Walla 

University Church.   Although the book is small, its message caused me great concern. 

In February of 2013, the Biblical Research Institute affirmed some of my concerns by publishing a 

book review of GCD in their newsletter, “Reflections”–(well-known to clergy but few laymen).   The 

author, Gerhard Pfandl, a member of the Biblical Research Institute Editorial committee 

summarized --- 

“The Green Cord Dream is a book that will primarily appeal to young Adventists, and therein 

lies the danger.  While seasoned Adventists, who know what the Adventist message is all about, 

can take this book in their stride, . . . young and impressionable Adventists will come away 

from this book with a skewed picture of what Adventistism is all about.  Yes, Jesus needs to be 

at the center of our teaching and our lives, but who is this Jesus and what is his message? 

While The Green Cord Dream contains some excellent material, particularly on the issue of 

violence, health and the need to put Jesus first, the overall impression the book conveys of the 

church and its teachings is not favorable.  Is this really what our young people need?  Most 

importantly, . . . let’s get the facts and our theology straight before we do.”   

Read the BRI review of GCD in its entirety on pages 8-10 at this link: 

https://www.uccsda.org/files/communications/2013%20BRI%20newsltr%204-

13%20(%2342).pdf 

Despite these concerns the GCD continues to be urged upon church members.   Highly 

recommended by many church leaders and purported to be the new, best direction for our church 

in the last days, it is still sold widely in ABC’s.  In some of our SDA churches it has even been given 

free of charge to each family. 

Only days after the BRI review was published, The Gleaner, the North Pacific Union Conference 
publication, began publishing extended excerpts from GCD in an unprecedented multiple-page 
three-part series of articles that spanned three months.  Yet somehow these selected excerpts did 
not include the more concerning issues contained in the book. 

In the GCD Bryan has chosen, often subtly and at times blatantly, to disparage or dismiss our 

established Seventh-day Adventist history and Biblical doctrines.  My concern is that this book may 

mislead impressionable readers, young and old, toward paths they may not otherwise follow. 

The following pages contain some of the excerpts from GCD which reveal the author’s alternative 

dream for our church – a dream of change.  As you read through these excerpts, remember the BRI’s 

urging … “let’s get the facts and our theology straight…” 

https://www.uccsda.org/files/communications/2013%20BRI%20newsltr%204-13%20(%2342).pdf
https://www.uccsda.org/files/communications/2013%20BRI%20newsltr%204-13%20(%2342).pdf


The concerns expressed here are those of a layperson, not a theologian, scholar or author, but one 
who has read, is concerned and hears no one else speaking out concerning the issues advanced in 
this book.  The concerns expressed are NOT directed toward the author but his stated theology as 
found in the GCD.” 
 
Book Title:  The Green Cord Dream (GCD) 
Subtitle:  Pursuing Ellen White’s Vision of Jesus and His Church 
 
Concern 
The subtitle to Bryan’s book, “Pursuing Ellen White’s Vision of Jesus and His Church,” implies that her dream 
contains a vision for “His Church.”  There is no reference to a church in her dream or a vision for the church, 
but there was hope.  
 

Excerpt - GCD p. 11.1 
"The stream of Adventism is fed by the teardrops of the Great Disappointment." 
 
Concern 
The first line of GCD sets a depressive rather than hopeful tone through a liquid metaphor of teardrops – a 
continuous book-long metaphor implying sustained disappointment rather than a temporary one. 
  
Although the disappointment of 1844 was bitter and deeply heartfelt, the sorrow was not sustained.  The 
truly faithful, who were not winnowed out during the disappointment, returned to the Scriptures.  Gradually 
they were shown new light according to God's divine plan.  The omnipotent leading of God in gathering 
together sincere Christian people for the establishment of His remnant church is strangely neglected in GCD. 

 
"Those who with sincere faith and love had looked for their Savior, experienced a bitter disappointment  

Yet the purposes of God were being accomplished; He was testing the hearts of those who professed to 
be waiting for His appearing. . ."  Great Controversy, p.374  

 
"True, there had been a failure as to the expected event, but even this could not shake their faith in the 

word of God."  Great Controversy, p. 406 
 
Excerpt - GCD p. 11.3 
"...and the Adventists were wrong.  Tragically wrong.  A whopper of a theological mistake." 
 
Concern 
A band of earnest Bible students, adventists (small “a” intended), who mistakenly predicted the second 
coming of Christ on October 22, 1844, were wrong.  Although the “Great Disappointment” is generally 
associated with the Seventh-day Adventist Church, no such denomination existed in 1844. The SDA Church 
was not established until 1863, some 19 years later.  Those diligent Bible students who came together prior 
to 1844 were from many churches. 
 
After many thousands fled William Miller’s pulpit, only a small handful of the faithful returned to restudy the 
scriptures.  From this group eventually came the Seventh-day Adventists.  The author’s choice of the word 
“whopper” crudely demeans the historical efforts of sincere Christians searching for truth.  Rather than 
choosing to emphasize the guiding hand of God through this event as revealed through inspiration, the author 
exploits the negative.  Was it a bitter disappointment?  Yes!  Was it a "tragedy” as the author purports?  No! 
 

"...Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which Inspiration had foretold 
should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had they fully understood the 

prophecies pointing out their disappointment....The first and second angels' messages were given  
at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to accomplish by them.” 

Great Controversy, p.405 

 
“A few began to search the Scriptures after the disappointment in 1844, and the result was a light 



in regard to what constituted the sanctuary … this truth explained our disappointment in 1844. 
Investigation of the Scriptures also revealed the light upon the Sabbath.  Now we saw a great work to 
be done to present this light to the people, for the sanctuary question, if understood, would remove all 

perplexities as to where we were standing in prophecy, and explain clearly the disappointment in 1844…”   
Manuscript Releases, Vol. 4 (Nos. 210-259), page 403 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 11.4 
"The Adventist movement was born in failure, rather than success, error rather than truth, darkness 
rather than light, and sorrow rather than joy." 
 
Concern 
Disappointingly, the author has applied all the negative terms to God and His divine plan in the establishment 
of His last day church.  He declares, in essence, that God was a “failure.” God was in “error.”  God was in 
“darkness.”  God caused “sorrow” as He led out in the establishment of His remnant church. 
 
In contrast to the author’s disparaging assertion, the reality of the SDA church history shouts to the 
“success,” “truth,” “light” and “joy” experienced by those faithful Bible students who were compelled to re-
study God’s word and grow into the faithful stewards who ultimately founded the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church and with God’s guidance made it grow. 
 

“The work did not stand in the wisdom and learning of men, but in the power of God.” 
Great Controversy, p. 402  

 
"Truth is inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be 

overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in character.  The deceptions practiced against it, 
every device for vindicating falsehood every error forged by satanic agencies, will eventually be eternally 

broken…”  Christ Triumphant, p. 340.5 
Excerpt - GCD p. 18.1 
"Adventism was born out of a wrong calculation about the Second Coming . . . fueled by an intense, 
emotional, highly personal, fervent, and ultimately right desire to be with Jesus.”  
“Adventism – primal Adventism - was about men and women who longed to be with Jesus.” 
 
Concern 
The "wrong calculation," was not an error in math, but a misidentification of a literal event – the entering of 
Christ into the Most Holy place of the heavenly sanctuary.  The author omits any mention of God's omniscient 
guidance through the Holy Spirit-led ministry of William Miller, the gradually revealed truth through His 
prophet, Ellen White, and other SDA pioneers.  Instead he repeatedly focuses only the human aspect of their 
study rather than God’s leading.  
 
The author continues to disparage the spiritual zeal and scholarship of these early Bible students by labeling 
their energy as that of primal urge, fueled merely by intense emotion rather than a spiritual desire for truth. 
 

"Of all the great religious movements since the days of the apostles, none have been more free from human 
imperfection and the wiles of Satan than was that of the autumn of 1844.”  Great Controversy, p. 401 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 18.5 
"Adventism isn't peculiar or special because of our Sabbath keeping, vegetarian cuisine, or remnant 
claims. Adventism's uniqueness is found at its historical roots: Jesus." 
 
Concern 
The statement that Jesus makes Adventism truly unique is not accurate.  History is replete with 
denominations, cults, sects, and off-shoots that have claimed a connection with Jesus.   
 
Although not totally unique to our denomination, a “peculiar or special” indicator of Adventism is our 
Sabbath-keeping.   Since its creation in the Garden of Eden, the Sabbath was established as an inextricable 



bond between God and His remnant people that will remain through eternity.  Yet the author suggests an 
inverted premise, thereby diminishing the Sabbath and our remnant claim. 

 
“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations, 

for a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between me and the children of Israel forever.  Exodus 31:16, 17 KJV 
 

“The Sabbath has lost none of its meaning. It is still a sign between God and His people, and it 
will be so forever.”  God’s Amazing Grace p. 156 

"The oneness and unity of God's truth-believing remnant people carries powerful conviction to the 
world that they have the truth, and are the peculiar, chosen people."  Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 327 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 18.6 
“Whatever else has been thrown into these Adventist waters over the past 170 years, much of it good, 
though perhaps some of it not so good, the river of this religion is all about loving Christ.” 
 
Concern 
The SDA church marked its 151th anniversary in April, 2014. 
The author’s choice of the word “thrown,” implies a careless attitude toward the establishment and work of 
the church.  Continuing his liquid metaphor describing the church as “these Adventist waters” combining 
“much…good” and “some...not so good,” he implies the church has been paddling around in muddy waters 
for many years.  No one can say that the church with its human leaders is perfect; but we are assured that 
God, who leads His people, is a perfect God.  Through subtle innuendo the author continues his ongoing 
diminishment of God’s leadership in the establishment of His church and His leadership today. 
 

“God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see the end from 
the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling as coworkers with Him.” 

Conflict and Courage, p. 278.5   
 
Excerpt - GCD p. 21,5 
"So what is the future? Here's my proposal: If Adventism is to have a bright future, energetic, vibrant 
future...If Adventist is going to get a life, and have a life... it must-----we must-----have the SON." 
 
Concern 
It is interesting that the author advances his proposal for the future of Adventism, before he introduces Ellen 
White’s green cord dream.  His proposal came first. 
 
The constant repetition of the word "IF” tends to insert doubt into the minds of readers about the church of 
today and its future – implying the church does not have a bright future, is not energetic, does not have a 
vibrant future, does not have a life and does not have the Son ---EXCEPT for the author’s proposal.. 
 
Contrary to the author’s statement, Jesus Christ is at our Seventh-day Adventist core.  He was our past.  He is 
our present. And He will be our vibrant future, which guarantees us hope, as Ellen White shared in her 
original  “green cord dream.” He, Jesus Christ, came, not only to save us, but to reveal His Father and to send 
us the Comforter. Not just the SON, but God, three-in-one. 
 

"God has called His church in this day, as He called ancient Israel, to stand as a light in the earth. By the 
mighty cleaver of truth, the messages of the first, second, and third angels, He has separated them from the 

churches and from the world to bring them into a sacred nearness to Himself. He has made them the 
depositories of His law and has committed to them the great truths of prophecy for this time. The three 
angels of Revelation 14 represent the people who accept the light of God's messages and go forth as His 

agents to sound the warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth."  Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 456 
 
Excerpt - GCD p. 22.1 
"In 1842, during this era of Advent hope, fifteen-year-old Ellen White had a mystical experience." 



 
Concern 
Ellen Harmon did not become Ellen White until she married James White in 1846. 
 
By identifying Ellen Harmon’s dream as a mystical experience, Bryan has both semantically and 
theologically placed her within the realm of mysticism.  His misuse of that single word extends a deadly 
tentacle connecting the prophet of God with the belief of mystics/mysticism (another deity), diminishing her 
as a true prophet. 
 

“Satan is not ignorant of the result of trying to define God and Jesus Christ in a spiritualistic way 
that sets God and Christ as a nonentity.  Although they are dressed up in angel robes they have made 

our God and our Christ a nonentity.  Why?--because Satan sees the minds are all fitted for his working. 
Men have lost track of Christ and the Lord God, and have been obtaining an experience that is Omega 

to one of the most subtle delusions that will ever captivate the minds of men.” 
Ellen G. White--Diary, #48, pp. 153, 163, Aug. 25 and Aug. 28, 1904 

 

Excerpt - GCD, p. 22.1   Her memoir points us to the heart of this movement.  We end this chapter with 
Ellen White's Green Cord Dream." 
 
Concern 
That’s it!  That’s the total introduction of the green cord dream into this book.  It is simply inserted into the 
book with no connection drawn between Ellen White’s dream and the author’s GCD. 
 
Excerpt - GCD, p. 22-24 – The Green Cord Dream of Ellen White 
"Soon after this I had another dream. I seemed to be sitting in abject despair, with my face in my 
hands, reflecting like this: If Jesus were upon earth, I would go to Him, throw myself at His feet, and 
tell Him all my sufferings. He would not turn away from me; He would have mercy upon me, and I 
would love and serve Him always.  
Just then the door opened, and a person of beautiful form and countenance entered. He looked upon 
me pitifully, and said: "Do you wish to see Jesus? He is here, and you can see Him if you desire it. Take 
everything you possess, and follow me."  
I heard this with unspeakable joy, and gladly gathered up all my little possessions, every treasured 
trinket, and followed my guide. He led me to a steep and apparently frail stairway. As I began to 
ascend the steps, he cautioned me to keep my eyes fixed upward, lest I should grow dizzy and fall. 
Many others who were climbing the steep ascent fell before gaining the top.  
Finally we reached the last step, and stood before a door. Here my guide directed me to leave all the 
things that I had brought with me. I cheerfully laid them down. He then opened the door, and bade me 
enter. In a moment I stood before Jesus. There was no mistaking that beautiful countenance; that 
expression of benevolence and majesty could belong to no other. As His gaze rested upon me, I knew 
at once that He was acquainted with every circumstance of my life and all my inner thoughts and 
feelings.  
I tried to shield myself from His gaze, feeling unable to endure His searching eyes; but He drew near 
with a smile, and laying His hand upon my head, said, "Fear not." The sound of His sweet voice thrilled 
my heart with a happiness it had never before experienced. I was too joyful to utter a word, but, 
overcome with emotion, sank prostrate at His feet. While I was lying helpless there, scenes of beauty 
and glory passed before me, and I seemed to have reached the safety and peace of heaven. At length 
my strength returned, and I arose. The loving eyes of Jesus were still upon me, and His smile filled my 
soul with gladness. His presence awoke in me a holy reverence and an inexpressible love.  
My guide now opened the door, and we both passed out. He bade me take up again all the things I had 
left without. This done, he handed me a green cord coiled up closely. This he directed me to place next 
to my heart, and when I wished to see Jesus, take it from my bosom, and stretch it to the utmost. He 
cautioned me not to let it remain coiled for any length of time, lest it should become knotted and 
difficult to straighten. I placed the cord near my heart, and joyfully descended the narrow stairs, 
praising the Lord, and telling all whom I met where they could find Jesus." 
 



Concern 
In 1842 Ellen Harmon received her “green cord dream” as a mere girl of fifteen – two years before her first 
vision, two years before the Great Disappointment and twenty-one years before the establishment of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.  An all-knowing Jesus knew her life would be difficult.  He lovingly reached out 
giving her a personal, not a corporate, message -- a simple two-word phrase, “Fear not.”  The coiled green 
cord was her assurance of communication with Jesus through prayer.  White, in Early Writings, later 
interpreted her dream this way: 
 

"This dream gave me hope. 
The green cord represented faith to my mind, 

and the beauty and simplicity of trusting in God 
began to dawn upon my benighted soul. 

Early Writings (1906), p.81 

 
Her personal interpretation of the dream gives a clear understanding of its true meaning, yet the author 
elected NOT to include it in his GCD.  Instead he presents his own agenda under the guise of Ellen White’s 
authority and inspiration. 
 

Excerpt – GCD p. 31 
“I believe Adventism will catch its stride and run like never before when Adventists focus on Jesus 
rather than themselves.” 
 
Concern 
To suggest the SDA Church has little or no focus on Jesus does not uplift, but diminishes God’s church. 
 
To label Adventists as egocentric – focused only on themselves  - suggests a lack of understanding of the 
continuous work of the church and its world-wide mission to share the “Go ye therefore…” message of Jesus 
Christ.  Strangely the author’s vision for the future makes no mention of the Three Angel’s messages. 
 

“And how shall they preach...?  How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace and 
bring glad tidings of good things!”  Romans 10:14 KJV 

 
Excerpt – GCD, p, 34-37 
“If all Adventists are children of the same Father, how should we act toward one another?  We might 
have our honest differences. . . If all Christians are children of the same Mother, how should we regard 
one another?  Are we a separate body of Christ or does Christ have, – as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1 
and Ephesians 4, – only one body?. . . We haven’t been given the authority to delegitimize the sonship, 
daughtership, or siblingship of Christ-followers who differ from us in belief and behavior. . . If all 
people are, in fact, brothers and sisters, how should we look at one another?  The Bible doesn’t 
indicate that any human being who draws breath was made by a different creator. . . No one gives life 
but God, and no one who has life got it from anyone else but Jesus Christ. . . And that means something. 
. . Adventism aright views all of humanity as brother and sisters . . . and all love to our human 
community.” 
 
Concern 
The author makes numerous statements urging compassion in reaching out to the human community, 
claiming a familial relationship with all people, ignoring the differences in belief and behavior.  All of these 
phrases seem comforting, yet it sounds like a social gospel, an emergent church concept. 
 
Is this search for comfort in relationships and ease amid differences encouraging ecumenism?  The Three 
Angel’s Messages, with its “come out of her my people” message, tells us to evangelize, but not to join with 
those clinging to non-biblical beliefs.  Urge them to become a part of God’s remnant family, but not to join 
theirs.  Love them, yes. But do not become a part of them.  The author’s scenario seems to promote an 
ecumenical/emergent rather than an evangelical outreach.  Evangelism is the gospel commission, whereas 
ecumenism is the world’s goal. 



 
“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, if any man worship the beast and his 

image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation.”  Revelation 14:9-10 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 41.3 
“The business leadership guru Tom Peters tells about a time when he was in his kitchen, washing a 
dirty frying pan.  Hard work.  Scrubbing out each grease stain takes a long time.  Restoring the pan to 
its original pristine state is no quick and easy project ---if, in fact such perfection is even possible. 
 
Peters finally concluded, ‘This is a waste of time!  I’m going to spend so much time scrubbing this frying 
pan that I’ll miss more important things.’  Like eating.  Like eating with friends.  Like cleaning cups, 
glasses, bowls, plates, forks, knives and spoons.  Like engaging in a whole host of other chores and 
responsibilities,  opportunities and adventures. 
 
We can spend so much time in the demanding work of achieving frying-pan perfection that we miss 
what is truly best:  life. 
 
I learned this from Adventists: the pan of obsessive biblical analysis can divert our eyes and hearts 
from the panacea of the Spirit's vision for us. Hyperfocus on a given word or phrase can be 
destructive. The Bible can do wonderfully great work in our lives. It can cook up a rich spiritual meal 
that will leave us well nourished. But we have to eat it, to devour it, and we mustn't spend all our time 
trying to make it (and other people) perfectly clean." 
 
"The Bible is, after all, a dirty pan" 
 
Concern 
It is indeed strange that a dirty greasy pan analogy should ever become a focal point for spiritual insight.  
The author’s statement, “The Bible is, after all, a dirty pan,” blatantly disparages the Holy Scriptures, 
therefore, disparages God. The entire analogy is dismissive of Bible study, characterizing it as a waste of time; 
keeping one from enjoying life and labeling Biblical analysis as obsessive.  

 
The fact that this analogy was selected for inclusion in any book and ultimately approved by any publisher, is 
both disturbing and disappointing. 

 
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness."  2 Tim. 3:16 (KJV) 
Excerpt - GCD p. 47.1 
"An Adventism that hushes up biblical dialogue kills the power of the text. But an Adventism that 
creates a safe and compelling environment for biblical dialogue and lets the text be wild, free, and 
transforming, unleashes an awe-inspiring communion." 
 
Concern 
Which “Adventism” is hushing up “biblical dialogue” killing “the power of the text?”  From the beginning 
of the SDA Church, we have been known as “people of the book.”  The author says we are ‘people of the book’ 
elsewhere in GCD, yet here he implies that the church tries to kill the dialogue in this case. 
 
Within the suggested “safe and compelling environment for biblical dialogue,” does one negate the 
importance of doctrine and the pillars of faith upon which the SDA church was established?  Within what 
environment does the author choose to let Biblical dialogue become "wild, free, and transforming" and 
what is "unleashed" during that "awe-inspiring communion?"  What “spirit” encourages wild, free, 
unleashed communion? 
 

“Let all things be done decently and in order.”  1 Corinthians 14:40 (KJV) 

 



"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them."  Isaiah 8:20 (KJV) 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 48.4  “Some Adventists deify Ellen White.  Others demonize her.  Some want to build a 
shrine in her honor, and others want to burn her books.  I have grown to appreciate this woman as 
neither god nor goddess, but good.  She was neither deity or demon, but a delight.  In fact, I have found 
her inspirational.” 
 
Concern 
As a life-long Adventist, I have never yet met an Adventist who has either deified or demonized Ellen White.  I 
would suggest that the author has no basis in fact for such a statement. 
 
Ellen White is the most prolific female writer known, a founding leader in the SDA Church, a prophet of God 
and the author chooses to call her merely “a delight”--- a significantly diminutive description for one so 
accomplished, called and led of God. 
 
More significantly, the author admits Ellen White to be merely inspirational, yet nowhere does he affirm her 
as being inspired of God. 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 63.1 
"Sabbath is for worship, yet Jesus doesn't emphasize this aspect of the day. Sabbath is for rest, yet 
Jesus doesn't emphasize rest either. Again and again, Jesus connects Sabbath and healing. Sabbath and 
compassion. For Jesus, being a Sabbath keeper means living as a keeper of the people – especially 
those in need. 
 
Concern 
The author chose to ignore the fact that "as was His custom" Jesus Christ went into the synagogue to worship, 
to preach and to pray. His phraseology, “Jesus doesn’t emphasize this aspect (worship) of the day,” overtly 
minimizes the importance Jesus placed on the Sabbath.  Jesus did not de-emphasize the Sabbath for worship. 
Yet the author did.   

The author again overtly ignores mention of Sabbath rest in the fourth commandment. Jesus did not de-emphasize 
the Sabbath for rest. Yet the author did.  To minimize Sabbath rest as part of Jesus Christ’s example is to, again, 

diminish the importance of the fourth commandment – the law of God. 

One must never negate the compassion of Jesus Christ for people or His work of physical healing. But to focus on 

His social outreach to the minimization of Sabbath worship and Sabbath rest, is to diminish the significance of the 

Sabbath, God’s foremost covenant with His people. 

Excerpt – GCD p. 84.4 
“For Adventism to have a purpose, for it to have even the possibility of relevance and meaning, it must 
have answers to the big questions of life.” 
 
Why are people born and why do they die?  Where did we come from and where are we going?  Why 
do pleasure and pain exist?  What is the meaning of all this?  What is Adventist Christianity’s sweeping 
story?  What is our metanarrative?  What is the defining drama in which all of our individual stories 
find a universal context?  What explanation of life does Adventism give? 
 
Concern 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church was established 151 years ago, and has carried out its world-wide mission 
with God's direct leading through the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.  Despite this history, and a growing 
global membership of over 17 million, the author arrogantly dismisses the work of the SDA Church as 
currently without “purpose” or “the possibility of relevance.”  He then advocates his “8 big questions of 



life.”  He asked the big questions but where are his answers.  There are none.  Is this the direction we should 
follow? 
 
Excerpt - GCD p. 85.4 
"God - as pure, intense, radiant light - determines to create. So He makes time, matter, height, depth, 
animals, minerals, and above all, human beings. And since God is light, life, love, the creatures He 
makes are filled with light, life and love." 
 
Concern 
In the author’s definition of God "...as light," he subtly implies that since God is light...all of His creation 
(human, animal, mineral) is filled with light.   Is the author suggesting the incorporation of panentheism into 
Adventism? Panentheism was an integral component of the ALPHA and was prophesied by Ellen White to 
appear again as part of the OMEGA in the last days. 
 

Panentheism (from Greek all-in-god) is a belief system which posits that the divine interpenetrates every 
part of nature and timelessly extends beyond it.  Merriam Webster 

 
Let no one attempt to dilute truth with a mixture of sophistry.  Let no one attempt to tear down the 
foundation of our faith, or to spoil the pattern by bringing into the web threads of human devising 

 
Not one thread of pantheism is to be drawn into the web.  Sensuality, ruinous to soul and body, is 

always the result of drawing these threads into the web.   Letter 249, 1903.  Medical Ministry p. 98 

 
Excerpt - GCD p. 113.2 
"The body." 
"A vibrant, prevailing, twenty-first century Adventism must paint a compelling and pleasurable 
picture of the human body and our experience. We must be well maintained, but we also must be well 
traveled. Worshipping God with our bodies is about pleasure and experiencing physicality. 
Creationists believe God created human flesh. The body is good.  And just to prove it God came down 
in the person of Jesus.” 
 
Concern 
After continuous references in this chapter “Human Bodies”, including heightened exercise, music and dance 
references, the author concludes this chapter by seeming to advocate a form of hedonism as part of worship 
in the future of Adventism. 
 

Hedonism – a) the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the highest good  b) devotion to pleasure 
as a way of life “the later Roman emperors were notorious for their hedonism.” 

Synonyms – sensualism, debauchery, dissipation.  Dictionary.com 
 

Where are we told that "Worshiping God with our bodies is about pleasure and experiencing 
physicality?"   
 

Every faculty of our being testifies that there is a living God, and we may learn from the open book of 
nature the most precious lessons in regard to the Lord of heaven…These things are to keep God in our 
remembrance and to lift our hearts from sensual things and bind them in bonds of love and gratitude 

to our Creator.  Our Father Cares, p.107 
 
When man was created God said that it was very good.  But since creation, our human bodies have become 
ravaged with six thousand years of sin. Yet the author continues:  "The body is good. And that to prove it 
God came down in the person of Jesus."  Is the author saying that Jesus came down because the body is 
good?  This statement blatantly disallows the true reason for Christ's first coming.  Christ came down to save 
us from our sins, not because "the body is good." 
 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 



not perish, but have everlasting life."  John 3:16 (KJV) 
 
The phrase suggesting that we be "well maintained" seems to advocate a strong Biblical health principle, but 
where is it advocated that we" must be well traveled?" If we are to be "well-traveled," do we walk?  Do we 
cycle?  Do we fly?  Or do we possibly take a cruise?  How and why must we be "well-traveled?"  What is the 
source of this new “travel” theology? 

 
Excerpt – GCD p. 115 
Here we come to the end of this book’s query.  Is there a purpose for Adventist Christianity in the 
twenty-first century? 
 
Concern 
What a question to come from a Seventh-day Adventist pastor!  Does he not understand the work of his own 
church?  Does he not understand the Three Angel’s messages?   Does he not understand the gospel 
commission?  What else does he not understand? 

 
“The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place 
among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist of giving up doctrines which 

stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in the process of reorganization.  Were this reformation 
to take place, what would result?  The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant 

church would be discarded.  Our religion would be changed.  The fundamental principles that have 
sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error.  A new organization would be 

established.  Books of a new order would be written.  A system of intellectual philosophy would be 
introduced.”  Selected Messages, Vol. 1, p. 204-205 

 

Throughout GCD Bryan has continued to sprinkle negative phrases about the SDA Church and its future - 
phrases like Adventism at its best, Adventism aright, Adventism on its game, implying that as a church, if 
we can get the church to its best, if we can make it aright, if we can get the church on its game, then maybe it 
can be made relevant to the world today.  
 
These not-so-subtle jibes, coupled with the author’s seeming lack of understanding of God’s leading in the 
initial establishment and continued leadership of the church, demonstrates his strong intent toward effecting 
his change, his re-branding or his recalibration of the church. 
 
Excerpt - GCD p. 121.3 
"Genesis 3 explains how we came to be separated from home. Sin enters the world. Woman and man 
decide home-town is not all God cracks it up to be, so God grants their wish, their choice, their 
impulsive desire, and they are locked out of the Garden of Eden, banished from their home." 
 
Concern 
The author has rewritten the story of Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the garden, inventing a crude dialog: 
“home-town is not all God cracks it up to be.”  Despite their sin, Adam and Eve knew Eden was perfect and 
did not disdain their garden home as the author implies. 
 
God did not grant "woman and man" their "wish, their choice, their impulsive desire" to leave the garden. 
They were banished.  "Woman and man" hid in the garden, fearfully avoiding their Maker.  It was God's 
command, enforced by a fiery sword-bearing angel, that caused them to leave Eden.  Clever dialog does not 
excuse twisting the scriptures. 
 

"Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he 
was taken. So he drove out the man and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a 

flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."  Genesis 3:23-24 (KJV) 
 
 
 



Excerpt - GCD p. 124.5    
"We Adventists have a choice: we can fixate on the end-time speculations. We can spend time, 
treasure and parchment scaring people about the speeches of presidents, the lectures of prime 
ministers, the pontifications of popes. We can worry about future times of trouble while the majority 
of the people around this world live in times of trouble now. We can speculate. We can alarm.  We can 
predict. We can focus on time, and times. We can try to get God to change His timing by means of our 
own self-righteousness. We can stay on edge and keep one another on edge.   
 
Concern 
Within this paragraph the author sets up an “either/or” word game suggesting one extreme must exclude the 
other.   He again negates the Biblical imperative to study the scriptures and end-time prophecies by applying 
the negative term 'fixate" to those who do follow God's instruction to study.  
 
The author dismisses spending time, treasure and parchment to provide an awareness of the political and 
religious world of today as scaring people.  He chooses to emphasize fear to the exclusion of study and 
sharing the “whole” gospel, which must include even the scary beasts of Revelation. 
 

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies relating to the last days especially demand 
our study…Satan has blinded the minds of many, so that they have been glad of any excuse for not making the 

Revelation their study.”  Christ Object Lessons p.133 
 

“Our people are to be aroused to prepare the way of the Lord.  The third angel’s message – the last 
message of mercy to a perishing world – is so sacred, so glorious.  Let the light go forth as a lamp that burneth. 
Mysteries into which angels have desire to look, which prophets and kings and righteous men desired to know, 

the church of God is now to unfold.  Spalding and Magan Collection, p. 420 
 

Excerpt - GCD p.124.6 
"We can be a people of hope and home." 
 
Concern 
No, author.  We ARE a people of hope and home.  Please do not diminish the message of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church by depicting us as a church, either historically or currently, as being without hope or the 
promise of home. 
 
Jesus Christ has been the core of Christian hope through the centuries in the consistent promise of the Old 
Testament, the physical presence of the New Testament, and today’s anticipation of Him at His Second Coming. 

 
"For the which cause I also suffer these things nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I 

have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day."  2Tim. 1:12 (KJV) 

 
Excerpt - GCD p.124. 7  
"Dust-dry twenty-first-century Adventists can immerse themselves in the teardrops of the Great 
Disappointment. We can cultivate a simple, primal, powerful, fundamental longing to be with Jesus. 
We can bathe ourselves and our denomination in a deep-insatiable desire to be with Jesus, who is 
HOME!" 
 
Concern 
In this final paragraph of GCD Bryan, again, uses his continuing liquid metaphor to direct people to the Great 
Disappointment.  To describe today's Adventists as dust-dry, the author administers another insensitive 
"punch in the gut" (page 11, paragraph 2) to every member of our world-wide church. 
 
The “Adventists,” the author speaks of, are the people whom pastors have been "ordained" to uplift, yet the 
author chose to deliver a verbal blow. 



We need not bathe in the teardrops of disappointment.  Our job is not to bask and bathe.  We have work to do.  
We are commissioned to work for Jesus Christ, a significant concept that is perplexingly absent from this 
book.  

 
Omissions from the GCD 
If GCD is supposed to contain a new direction the SDA Church during the last day events, there are significant 
omissions which need to be addressed. 
 

 There is no mention of the gospel commission -- those red-letter words recorded in each book of the 
gospels – which still urges us to share the news of a soon-returning Saviour, Jesus Christ 

 
 There is no mention of the Three Angel’s messages -- an integral part of the full gospel commission. 

Where is the urgency to share these end-time messages? 
"The Third Angel's Message must be presented as the only hope for the salvation 

of a perishing world."  ST, July 4, 1906  
 

 There is little mention of the founding pillars of “present truth” – those distinctive beliefs revealed 
during the formation of our church -   the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the state of the dead, the second 
coming, sanctification.  Why are these truths conspicuously absent or minimized in GCD’s vision? 
 

“The enemy will bring in false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary…This is one of 
the points on which there will be a departing from the faith.”  Evangelism, p.224 

 
 Even the true interpretation of the “green cord dream,” for which this book is named, is omitted from 

GCD.  
 
Conclusion: 
This book contains TWO dreams.  One dream was given BY GOD -- a personal message to Ellen White telling 
her to "FEAR NOT."  It gave her hope and faith for her future.  Her dream and name appear to have been 
inserted into GCD merely to advance the author's thesis.  In it Ellen White is neither honored nor affirmed as a 
prophet of God, but rather labeled as a mystic. 
 
The other dream is a “new” interpretation, proposed BY MAN that all we need is JESUS.  Though this may 
sound good, it is an “INCOMPLETE” message for this time in earth's history.  Yes, Jesus is the source of our 
salvation through His sacrifice, but God the Father and the Holy Spirit, all three, play an integral part in the 
plan.  And our part is to share the COMPLETE gospel commission, including Revelation to the world. 
 
Just as concerning are the author’s continual innuendos disparaging  the history and world-wide evangelical 
mission of the SDA church, diminishing the importance of Bible doctrines and study, and advancing an 
ecumenical/emergent church message. 
 
The author concludes by urging his liquid metaphor on today’s church to “bathe,” to “immerse” in “tears of 
disappointment.”  This strange saline baptism, he insists, will somehow instill in us a longing to be with 
Jesus. 
 
Ellen White did not urge us to bathe in disappointment.  Her writings joyfully urge us to quench our thirst 
with “streams that flow from the throne of God.”  We must instead step out of the author’s metaphoric vat of 
“tears” and plunge into the “joy of our salvation” by fulfilling Jesus Christ’s final bidding: 
 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, 



even unto the end of the world.” 
Matt. 28:19-20. 

 
Ellen White’s God-given “green cord dream” and Alex Bryan’s GCD have few common threads --- of any color. 
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A simple truth from God’s nature 
Erosion is the process of breaking down and moving degraded materials from a point of least resistance.  The 
most powerful natural agent of erosion is liquid.  Whether by the gentle fall of tiny drops, the tumult of cascading 
waterfall, or continuous silent immersion in ancient murky tears, erosion ultimately destroys the original. 
 


